CHAPTER XVI
A COLLECTION OF SWAMI RAMA'S LETTEES
SWAMI RAMA was not a very regular correspondent
and used to write but rarely. His circle of corres-
pondents too was limited. It was only to the most
intimate of Ms acquaintances or friends towards
whom he was drawn by the spiritual bonds of love
and sympathy that he indited his messages, A few
of such letters, most of them given by Mrs. Wellman
are reproduced below.
Letters are a species of literary hors-d'oeuvre
which usually find a place in biography on account
of their autobiographical interest. But in the
letters of Swami Rama the autobiographical is the
very element which is conspicuous by its absence.
There is little in them to half conceal and half
reveal, as usually letters do, the -author's likes and
dislikes, predilections and prejudices, his tastes and
feelings, his views on men and things, on cabbages
and kings. There was little, very little of the
personal element in all that Swami Rama wrot$
or taught and it is no wonder that his letters ai&
pmctically devoid of any personal touches,